) on 


\ d) } 


2 


— Nini Woo " 
yay . * 
- 
ſ 7 ” 0 mv. * Wh a #71 / * 70 N / ” T = 
7 1 4 W OM "4/4 / — . XY Ll 0 


A Proclamation for ſetling he 


Plantation of Virginia. 


ARRSS] Hereas the Colonie of Virginia, Planted by the hands of Our 


Q L molt deare Father ofbleſſed memozy,fo2the pꝛopagation of Chaiſtian 
/+/ £7 Religion theincreaſe of Trade, and theenlarging of his Royall Em- 
WI 21 $| pire.haih not hitherto pꝛoſpered ſo happily, as was hoped and deſired, 
f A great occaſion whereof his late Maieſty tonteiued to be, foꝛ that the 
SJ goucrninent of that Colony was committed to the Company of Vir- 
Ji ginia, entoꝛpoꝛated of a multitude of perſons of ſenerall diſpoſitions, 
amongſt whom the atfaires of greateſt moment were, and muſt be ru⸗ 
led by the greater number of Uotes and Uoyces; And therefoze his 
late Paieſtie, out of his great Wiledome, and depth of Judgement, 
did deſire to reſume that popular government, and acco2dingly the 
Letters Patents of that Pncozpozation , were by His Highnelle direction in a Legall courſe 
queſttoned, and thereupon tudicially repealed, and adindged to bee vopde; wherein his Dates 
ſites ayme was onely , ts reduce that gouernment into ſuch a right courſe , as might beſt agree 
with that foꝛme which was held in the reſtof his Ropall Bonarchy , and was not intended by 
him, to tauea wap, oꝛ impeach the particular Fntereſtofany pꝛiuate Plantoz, o2 Aduenturer,no2 
to alter the lame, otherwiſe then ſhould be of neceſſity fo2 the good ofthe publique: And wheras 
We continue the like care of thoſe Colonies and Plantations , as Our late deare Father did, and 
vpon deliberate aduite andconſideration,are ofthe ſame Judgement that Our ſaid Father was 
of, foꝛ the gouerument ofthat Colony of Virginia, Now leſt the appꝛehenſion of fozmer perſonall 
differences, which haue heretofoꝛe Happened (the reutaing and continuing whereof Wee vtterly 
diſallow,and ſtrictly foꝛbid) might diſtract the mindes of the Plantoꝛs and Aduenturers, oꝛ the 
opinion, that We would neglect thoſe Plantations, might diſcourage men to goe oꝛ ſend thither, e 
ſo hinder the perfecting of that woꝛke, wherin We hold the honoꝛ of Our deare Father deceaſed, 
and Our owne honour to be deeply engaged; We haue thought fit to declare,and by Dur Royal 
Pꝛotlamatton to publiſh Dur owne Judgement, and reſolution in theſe things, which by Gods 
aſſiſtance Mee purpole conſtantly to purſue, And therekoꝛe Wee doe by theſe pzeſents publiſh and 
declare to all Our louing Subiects, and to the whole wozld , that Wee hold thoſe Territozies of 
Virginia and the Sommer. lands, as alſo that of New England, where Our Colonies are already plan⸗ 
ted, c within the limits # bounds wherof, Our late deare Father, by His Letters Patents,vnder 
His great Seale of England, remaining of Recozd, hath ginen leaue and liberty to His Subiects to 
plant and inhabite, to be a part of Dur Royall Empire, deſcended. vpon Us and vndoubtedly be- 
longing and appertaining vnto Us And that We hold Our ſelke,alwellbound by Our Regal of- 
fice, to pꝛotect, maintaine, and ſuppoꝛt the ſame, and are ſo relolued to doe, as any other part ot᷑ 
Our Dominions: 
Andthat Dur full reſolution is, to the end that there may be one vnifoꝛme courſe of Gonern- 
ment, in, and though all Our whole Monarchie, That the Gonernment of the Colonie ok Vic- 


zinia ſhall immediatly depend bpon Our Selle, and not be committed to any Company o2 Coz 
po:ation, to whom it may be pꝛoper to truſt matters of Trade and Commerce, but cannot bee 
fit oꝛ ſate tocommunicate theo2dertigok State - affaires, be they of neuer lo meane conſequence: 
And that therefoze Wee haue determined, That Pur Comnuſſioners foz thoſe Affaires, ſhall 
920ceed acco2ding to the tenoꝛ of Our Commiſſion directed vnto them, vutill wee ſhall declare 
Dar further pleaſure therein. Neuerthelelle We doe herby declare, That Mee are reſolued, 
with as much conuentent expedition, as Our Attaires of greater impoztance will giue leaue, to 
eſtabliſh a Councell, conſiſting ofa few perſons of vnderſtanding and qualitce, to whom we will 
gtue truſt fo: the immediate care of the Affaires of that Colony, and who ſhall be anſwerable 
to Us fo: their pꝛoteedings, and in matters of greater moment, ſhall be ſuboꝛdinate and atten- 
dant vnto Our Pꝛiuie Councell heere; And that We will allo eſtabliſh another Councell to be 
reſident in Virginia, who ſhall be ſuboꝛdinate to Our Councell here foꝛ that Colonie; and that at 
Our owne charge We will matntaine thoſe publique Officers and Miniſters, and that ſtrength 
of Men, Munition, and Foztification, as ſhall be fit and neceſſary foꝛ the defence of that Plan⸗ 
tation, and will by any courſe that ſhall be defiredofUs, ſettle and aſſure the particular rights 
and intereſts of cuery Planter and Aduenturer, tn any of thoſe Territozies, Which (hall deſire 
the lame, to giue them full ſatiſfaction foꝛ their quiet and aſſured enioytng thereof, 

And laſtly, whercas it is agreed on all ſides, that the Tobacco of thoſe plantations of Virginia 
andthe sommer Iſlands (Which is the onely pꝛelent meanes foz their lubſiſting) cannot be managed 
fo: the good of the Plantations, vnleſſeit be bꝛought into one hand, whereby the foꝛreigne To⸗ 
bacco map be carefully kept out, and the Tobacco of thoſe Plantations may peeld acertaine and 
ready pꝛite to the owners thereof; wee doe hereby declare, That to auoid all differences and 
contrariety of opinions, which will hardly be reconciled amongſt the Planters and Aduenturers 
themlelues, We are reſolued to take the ſame into Dur owne hands, and by Our ſeruants 02 
Agents foz Us, to giue ſuch paces to the Plantersand Aduenturers fo2 the ſame . as may giue 
them reaſonable ſatiſfaction and encouragement; but of the maner thereof, wee will determine 
hereafter at better leiſure: And when We ſhallhaue concluded the ſame, We ſhall expect, that 
all Pur louing Subiects willreadily confoꝛme themſelues thereunto, 

And in the meane time, becauſe the impoꝛtation and vle of fozreigne Tobacco, which is not of 
the growth ofthoſe Plantations, oz one of them, will viſibly c aſluredly vndermine and deſtroy 
thoſe Plantations, by taking away the meanes of their ſubſiſtence, We doe hereby ſtrictly charge 
and command, That Our late Pꝛotlamation, bearing date the ninth day of Apꝛil laſt, intituled, 
(A Proclamation touching Tobacco) (hall in all points and parts thereof, be duely and ſtrictly obſer- 
ued, vpon paine of Dur high diſpleaſure, and ſuch further penalties and puniſhments, as by the 
ſaydP2oclaination are to be inflicted vpon the offenders, And we doe hereby aduiſe all Our lo⸗ 
ning Subiects, and all others whom it may concerne, not toaduenturethe bꝛeach of our Royall 
Commandement in any of the pꝛemiſles, we being fully relolued, vpon no impoꝛtunitie oꝛ inter⸗ 
teſſion whatſoeuer, to releaſe oꝛ remit the deſerued puniſhment of ſuch, as ſhall dare to offend a- 
gainſt che ſame, ſeeing We holde not Our Selfe onely, but Our people intereſled therein. 


Giuen at Our Court at Whitc-Hall, the thirteenth day of May, inthe firſt yeere of Our Reigne of Great 
Britainc, France, and Ireland. 


God ſaue the King. 
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